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Greetings Brookside Families! It is hard to believe

that winter break is upon us and 2012 is just around the

corner.

As winter quickly approaches | am reminded of our holiday food drive
and how the families at Brookside have been responsible for feeding so many
of the hungry in our community. This year the Shoreline School District is
looking for each school to provide a target item that will help make up the
holiday meal. Brookside has been assigned "Sugar”. Right now is a great time
to buy as the holiday baking has provided many of our local grocery stores
with incentives for discounts. In addition each grade level has also been as-
signed an item to contribute. Look inside on page 3 to find the class list. We
look forward to any and all help you can provide through these donations

during what is such a difficult time for many.

After we get back from winter break we will have a few weeks until
our next PTA meeting, which is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24th. With all
that has been reported in the news lately, we have asked Kim Estes of Savvy
Parents Safe Kids to come and speak to our parent group about how to
keep our children safe. No graphic conversations and no scare tactics but
Kim will give examples of easy tips and tools that make safety fun, not
scary. Look inside this newsletter on page 2 for more info. | hope you can

join us for this informative parent workshop.

The entire PTA board extends their warmest holiday wishes to every-

one at Brookside. We hope you and your family enjoy

the remainder of this holiday season.
Thanks for all you do, Brookside Parents!

Tamara Tikalsky and Patty Finney
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

You are invited to Shoreline
PTA Council’s
FUTURE FEST!

Investigate programs that could
change your future

Saturday, January 21, 2012, 10 a.m. — noon
Shoreline Community College
Bldg. 9000 16101 Greenwood Avenue N,
Shoreline

All 6™ -12™ grade students in Shoreline
School District
&
their parents!

This is a fun and informal opportunity to
come and find out about programs within
and outside the Shoreline School District
(*Running Start, IB, AP, AVID, DECA,
honors, music, world languages, ASB).
Adults and students already involved in
these programs will be available to talk
with you about questions you may have.

Fun! * Music! * Door Prizes!
COST-FREE TO ENTER!
$2.00 to park in SCC lot

Please bring paper and pencil
to take notes!
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PTA Membership
Be Involved!
Support our Children
and our School!
Cost is only $12 per person or $10 per

person when two or more people
join at the same time.

Log on to the PTA Website to join!
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Dad aNd Me

PaNcakKe BreakrFast
Saturday, January 21, 2012

Volunteers Needed!
We will need volunteers between 7:15-11:00 on Saturday
Please email Cheryl Brady or Ruth Caple if you
are available to assist with setup, serving
or cleanup on the big day.

www.brooksidepta.org

cherylannb@comcast.net or ruthcaple@comcast.net
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Shoreline PTA
Holiday Baskets
Food Drive

December 5- 16

Please join us in helping Shoreline School District
families in need this holiday season.

We will be collecting:
Food = Toys » Teen Gifts

Brookside’s target food this year is

Sugar

In addition the Class Requests are:

Kindergarten- Peanut Butter
I** Grade- Canned Tomatoes
2" Grade -Beans (bagged or canned)
3" Grade- Canned Soup
4" Grade- Canned Meat and Condiments
5 Grade- Cereal and Pasta
6" Grade- Canned Fruit and Vegetables

(Please no glass jars or home canned foods)

Your much appreciated donations can be dropped off
at your child’s classroom or in the boxes located in
the front lobby of the school.

For more information go to www.shorelinepta.com
and click on Holiday Baskets. The items will be distributed to
families at Kellogg Middle School on December 17"

Families needing holiday food and gifts should contact the school
nurse or Family Advocate.
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Thanks to...

Katie Mason for all her work with the sock drive
this year.

Amy Thurman and Cherie Finazzo for their efforts
in leading the Innisbrook gift wrap fundraiser!

BIG thanks to Julie Mattson for all her hard work
and dedication to the Reflections program this
year....amazing!!

Debbie Jeffreys for planning another fun-filled
skating party for BKS families.

Christine DePinto and Marin Seguel for
coordinating another Rockin' Sock Hop....that
was a great time!

Tania Halvorson for continuing to keep our lost
and found organized and even color-coded!

Margaret Cassidy for organizing and providing
staff lunches this year.

Steven Leek and Kecia Nordgren for all the time
put in at Cut ‘n Chat.

Kenneth Kennedy & all the parents for their help
with the production of the Wizard of Oz. Bravo!

For all those who helped with Reflections:

A special thanks to Angie Buenafe who
spearheaded the judging aspect of Reflec-
tions.

To our judges: Carolyn Barden, Patty
Cheng, Stina Cowan, Doug Gouchanour,
Lee Jardine, and Heather Lowe.

Mark Dopps for formatting the audio-visual
files,

Kate Batra, Patty Finney, Tania
Halvorson, Carrie LaMarr, Sunshine
McArthur, and Tamara Tikalsky for help-
ing sort, log, and mount entries.

Kate Batra, Kelly Stoecker, vy Wade,
Jenny Muilenburg and Tamara Tikalsky
for helping with the Reception

Mr. Rodgers for using his library space
again for displaying entries and

Corliss and Christy in the office for helping
on many fronts with fielding questions from
parents, collecting entries and helping
judges.

Thanks also to the Principal Noble, Brook-
side Teachers & Parents for your support
and encouragement on this project. The
students couldn’t complete their projects
without that!

Finally, of course, thanks to the students
who always make this a great event!
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Legislative Report

EDUCATION FUNDING TO TAKE ANOTHER
HIT IN UPCOMING
SPECIAL STATE LEGISLATURE SESSION
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Legislative Con't.
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PLEASE TAKE ACTION & HELP PROTECT EDUCA-
TION FUNDING FOR OUR CHILDREN:
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The Washington State PTA’s response
to the governor’s budget plan:

WASHINGTON STATE PTA OPPOSES
CUTS TO SCHOOL DAYS
AGREES THAT ADDITIONAL REVENUES
ARE NECESSARY

Loss of days especially hurts low-income kids:
Washington State PTA President Novella Fraser re-
acted to the governor’s proposal to reduce the school
year with disappointment about its impact on low in-
come and struggling students. "While we understand
that the budget situation is dire, we believe this pro-
posal goes too far,” said WSPTA President Novella Fra-
ser of Federal Way.

"This is one more example of the state failing to meet
its obligation under the Washington State Constitu-
tion,” she added. More importantly she noted that re-
ducing the school days means that “too many children
will miss additional days of nutritional meals, and
struggling students will miss additional opportunities
to catch up with their classmates.”
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WSPTA Executive Director Bill Williams noted that some
advocates have described the reduction in school days as
“fair and equitable” because they will be implemented in
all school districts. “"While such a reduction may be ‘fair
and equitable’ to the education system, they would not be
fair to all kids, because their needs are so different,” said
Williams. To cut the days, the state would need to change
the Basic Education Act and argue children don’t need the
time at school.

Both Fraser and Williams applauded the governor for be-
ing willing to advocate for additional revenue to avoid
some of these drastic cuts. "We will take a close look at
the alternatives the governor is putting forward and en-
courage the legislature to put together a balanced ap-
proach to addressing the budget that will minimize the
cuts affecting children” said Williams.

Amply funding education for all children is the state’s
paramount duty, and yet nearly $3 billion has been cut
from K-12 schools in the last three years. In all, state
spending has been cut $10.5 billion in three years. The
largest percentage — 26 percent -- of that came from K-12;
another 19 percent came from cuts to state and K-12 em-
ployee compensation.

Save the Datel!

YOU'RE INVITED TO SPEAK
WITH YOUR 32ND DISTRICT
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

All Parents, Teachers, and Community Members are invited
to come meet and speak with our 32nd District State Rep-
resentatives: Senator Maralyn Chase, Representative Ruth
Kagi, and Representative Cindy Ryu.

WHEN: January 4th, 2012 at 7:00 pm - 8:30pm
WHERE: Lake Forest Park Windermere Offices at the
Lake Forest Park Town Center

Save the Date!
This is a great opportunity to let our elected officials know
that we want them to
Support our Kids and their Education.
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LEGISLATIVE CONTACT
INFORMATION

(cut out and save)

Want to communicate your views with elected
officials in Olympia and or Washington DC?
The Washington State PTA makes it easy to

connect with State and Federal lawmakers via

email or phone.

Go to: http://capwiz.com/wastatepta/home/
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| Thesite provides:

| Sample messages

| Congressional delegation and contact

information
: Federal agencies and contact informa-
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: State delegation and contact informa-
tion
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The State Legislators for District 32 (including
Shoreline & Lake Forest Park)
Senator Maralyn Chase
Email: maralyn.chase@leg.wa.gov
Phone: 360-786-7662
Representative Cindy Ryu
Email: cindy.ryu@leg.wa.gov
Phone: 360-786-7880
Representative Ruth Kagi
Email: ruth.kagi@leg.wa.gov
Phone: 360-786-7910

The Washington State Legislature Hotline is
1-800-562-6000 (M-F 8 am - 8 pm)

Governor Christine Gregoire
Email: S I&=—=1 =2 <
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SAMPLE LETTERS TO YOUR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES
383 - . - ;

As a member of the Brookside Elementary School PTA, in
the Shoreline School District, and a parent of K-12 stu-
dents, | feel compelled to write to you in anticipation of
the special session of our legislature at the end of Novem-
ber. While | understand the budgetary dilemma facing
our legislative leaders, | believe that the K-12 educational
system has already been impacted in an unprecedented
and devastating manner that will undermine all school
age children in the state of

Washington.

As a parent, | have seen di-

rectly how our children,

teachers, and school district |
have been impacted by the
Legislature’s cuts over the

past three years. | cannot /
sanction any further reduc-

tions to the funding of our children’s education. | respect-
fully request the following:

Please do not make any further reductions to basic
education, including levy equalization.

Please do not reduce the number of school days re-
quired for our students. Our kids need that time in
the classroom.

Please do not cut funding by increasing class sizes in
grades 4 -12

Please do not cut funding for school buses. The two
cities within our district do not have a bus system
that would adequately service all schools and we
lack sidewalks in many areas.

Our new economic reality means we have to adjust, but it
can’t mean we abandon essential services or disinvest in
our future. | request that you carefully review all spend-
ing, current tax exemptions, and seek potential revenue
opportunities in your efforts to put CHILDREN FIRST.

Amply funding Education is the State’s duty. |

respectfully request that you uphold your sworn constitu-

tional duty to provide for the education of our State’s chil-
dren and invest in their future.
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Balancing the budget by cutting school days sets
kids up for failure -- both in this budget cycle and
the ones to come.

To cut school days, the state would have to redefine
the Program of Basic Education and argue children
don’t need time in class. Please, don’t do that to
kids.

Please look at pursuing all funding options — both
efficiencies and revenue. | cannot support taking
from the Program of Basic Education to fund other
critical areas. Students can’t lose any more instruc-
tional time. Washington children already face tough
odds:

e 1in 3 Washington fourth-graders are below basic
in reading. (2011 Nation's Report Card)

® By 2018, 2 out of 3 of our jobs will require a col-
lege degree or credential, but Washington’s high
school graduation rates hover in the bottom third
nationally. (The BERC Group College Tracking Data
Services)

Please don’t make matters worse.

Education is the state’s PARAMOUNT duty. Neither
fiscal crisis nor financial burden relieves the state of
its legal duty to fund its Program of Basic Education,
and once it is defined, it must be funded. (School
Funding | and Il court decisions)

The Program of Basic Education ensures all children
have access to minimum instructional time and cer-
tain essential services. To give them less, the state
has to argue they need less. Not just in a down
economy, but always.

A downsized economy will be our norm for the fore-
seeable future and our chil-
dren need real solutions.

N

Our children need you to
protect their basic educa-
tion.
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Shoreline School District
Childfind

Are you concerned about your

Child’'s Development in these Areas?

Speech & Language
Vision & Hearing
Motor Skills
Cognitive Abilities
Social-Emotional
Adaptive Skills

For more information, call
Early Childhood Education

206-393-4250

Childfind provides an opportunity for children 3 to 5
years old, who reside in the Shoreline School District,
to be screened, free of charge, in order to rule out or
identify school related developmental concerns. Vision,
hearing, motor coordination, language and learning
skills will be screened. If areas of weakness are iden-
tified, parent feedback will provide information about
possible next steps or opportunities.

Shoreline Early Childhood Education
17077 Meridian Ave N.

Shoreline, WA 98133
Ph. (206) 393-4250
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Congratulations to the Brookside's very
own Therese Russell who
has been named as one of

Symetra's Heroes in the Classroom!
WHY SHE IS A HERO?
Mrs. Russell educates the whole student, helping to

ensure each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported
and challenged. She is never without an outward ex-
pression of caring and warmth towards her students,
even at the most challenging moments.

Congratulations Mrs. Russell!
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Reminder!

STAFF APPRECIATION

GRADE BY GRADE

Dec. 16th g
5th grade: Kebabs & Cookies |

Contact Margaret Cassady
(margaretcassady @hotmail.com)
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gravo to the Wizard of O3

After weeks of rehearsals, 26 Brookside students took
to the stage for two performances of The Wizard of Oz at the
Shoreline Center. At the helm was Melani Lyons, director and
founder of Dandylyon Drama.

Bravo to all the actors!

Aiden Wasserman, Aislinn O’Connell, Annie VanNess,
Ashley Aversano, Ashlyn Cahoon, Cailin O’Connell,
Catherine Jeffreys, Drew Caley, Emma Caple, Gigi Cassady,
Halle Stephan, Hannah Cote, lasis Kennedy, Kache Garvin,
Kendra Ozburn, Megan Koch, Michael Borg, Olivia Crum,
Olivia Muilenburg, O’Neal Fox, Rachael Short,

Simon Schumacher, Sydney VanNess, Taylor Midkiff,
Zheontae Payne, & Zeke Rogers.
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Brookside Calendar of Upcoming Events

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
u A
A .
-
4 5 No School 6 7 8 9 10
Food Drive
Begins

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Holday
Distribution

18 19 20 21 22 23

_ No School
25 2 27 28 29 30
ST &r [ Brrealk

Thu Fri Sat¢
5 6 7
12 13 14
15 16 Noschool | 17 18 19 20 21 Pancake
MLK Day N7
22 23 24 25 26 27 )
. .
29 30 31
Teacher Conferences/ Early Release




